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Permission having been obtained to 
transmit Let-ters relating to tlie Institu- 
tion,throughtliePostOftice, i-Vee of £i- 
pence: tliose applying for Cow-Pocls 
Matter, are requested to direct as fol- 
lows: 

" On the business of the Cow-Pock 
Institution, 

Dr. Labatt, Secretary, 

No. 55, Sackville Street." 
And such Letters to be sent under cover, 
addressed thus : 

" Edward S. Lees, Esq. 

General Post-Office, Dublin." 



For the Belfast MontUy Magazine. 

INQUIRER has, with great propri- 
ety, brought before the view of tlie 
public the two jarring or contradictory 
accounts which have been published, 
in the Belfast, and in the Gentleman's 
Almanack, respecting the eclipse which 
is to take place the latter end of the 
ensuing mouth, for the laudable pur- 
pose of ascertaining which of them, if 
either, is correct. Agreeably, there- 
fore, to his request, 1 shall attempt 
to place the subject itt a clear point 
of view, so as to enable him at any 
time to know with certainty when an 
eclipse is to happen, whether it will 
be solar or lunar. 

An eclipse of the sun, is occasioned 
by the moon, which is an opaque body, 
being interposed between the earth 
and the sun ; but such interposition 
cannot take place at any other time 
than that of new tnoon, hence it is 
evident, that no eclipse of the sun 
can possibly take place at any other 
time ; aud as there will be an eclipse 
on the 29th of next month, but the 
new moon not being at the same time, 
that caimot be a solar eclipse. 

An eclipse of the moon iS occasion- 
ed by the earth being in a right line 
between the sun and moon, and pre- 
venting the light of the former from 
shining on the latter, and rendering 
her luminous ; but the earth is not 
in this situation at any other time than 
at that offull moon, consequently there 
can -be no eclipse of the moon but 
at the time of full, — and we find that 
the middle of the ensuing eclipse and 
time of full moon differ but six mi- 
nutes, of course the eclipse must be 
lunar, as announced in the Belfast Al- 
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manack. 1 he error committed in the 
Gentleman's Almanack on this subject, 
is, in my opinion, merely typographi- 
cal, and not to be attributed to the 
calculator. G. T. 

Belfast, March 12, 1809. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ACCOUNT OF THE BARONY OF ABMAGH. 
Corwlmted from p. 91 6, No. VII. 

THE origin of this establishment will 
be found in the extracts from Har- 
ris' Hibernica, which are subjoined in 
the appendix to this work; but the 
school was not actually endowed till the 
reign of Charles I, as appears from the 
statutes. 

From the earliest accounts of lite- 
rature in Ireland it appears, that the 
city of Armagh was femous for learning ; 
and church discipline was studied 
here with great exactness. It is said, 
so eminent was the College of Armagh 
for learned divines, that, in a synod, 
held in the abbey of Clane, in the 
county of Kildare, anno 1162, which 
consisted of the archbishop of Armagh, 
twenty-six bishops, and numerous ab- 
bots, it was decreed, under a solemn 
act, that no student should be admit- 
ted a professor of theology in the 
national church, who bad not a cer- 
tificate of his having duly graduated 
in the College of Armagh. And, iji 
the Monasticon Hibernicum, it is 
copied from the Annais of Innisfailen, 
that " Roderic 0'CoiK:hobhair, king 
of Connaught, anno 1169, to advance 
learning in this university, granted 
to the head master an additional an- 
nual pension of ten oxeu, and bound 
his successors to fulfil the said grant, 
on condition that a public school 
should be there ke()t open for all 
scholars fi'oni every part of Ireland 
and Scotland." In Sir James Ware's 
Antiquities of Ireland, he quotes, on 
the statement of Florence M'Cartliy, 
that the number of students at- one 
time exceeded seven thousand. 

'i he instances, which 1 mentioned, 
of Lord Kokeby's regard for the 
prosperity of Armagh were gratefully 
felt by the inhabitants, and called 
forth "their public spirit in an emi- 
nent degree. New streets were built, 
and all the oflensive obstacles to Imi- 
prt>vemeut, or which thjs city had 
Aa 
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be en almost proverbially notorious, were 
removed ; a strict observance of the 
police, and laws of the corporation 
was enforced ; the streets paved and 
flagged; lamps were erected, andtlie 
best houses were adorned with iron 
railing in front. Au elegant sessions- 
house was built at tliis time, and 
also a very handsome editice for 
public assemblies, the profits of which 
were to be applied to charitable pur- 
poses. In this latter building the 
ball-room is sixty feet by thirty, with 
card and supper rooms on a large 
scale, and tlie kitchens and servants' 
apartments are suitably laid out. 
This building is not yet completed ; 
I uilderstand it* lias "remained these 
some years pajt in its present state. 

Lord Kokeby's purse was alwajs 
ready to contribute to these laudable 
improvements, which were carried on 
vmder his sole direction, acid proved 
his correct taste and judgment for 
all public works. 

A very complete shambles, which 
are well enclosed, and elegantly con- 
structed, were erected by hini, and 
at his sole expense ; ana he set on 
foot the nnportant work of supplying 
^he town with pipe-water, which was 
not completed till after his death. 

Lord Viscount Creniorne, who has 
a very fine property in this vicinity, 
banded over to tlie corporation the sum 
of lOOOi. for the forwarding of this 
public work, which was by subscrip- 
tion lately completed. I'umps, at 
proper distances, are erected ilirough 
the streets, for public use. 

The barracks are of modern date, 
and are a very handsome building, 
well designed, covering an extensive 
area, which is well enclosed, and 
stands on a fine open eminence, fully 
commanding tlie county gaol, which 
i» contiguous. 

The gaol is also a modern and com- 
plete building, standing on a plain, 
with every advaalage of good air, and 
proper accommodations for the prison- 
ers; it is admirably planned as to 
strengtii and security. 

1 must here remark, that in every 
approach to this caj^tal town, the 
grand appearance of public buildings, 
and tlie numerous improved demesnes 
lu the environs, convey to the stranger 
tlie inosit respectable ideas of Uiis dis- 



trict, which are by no means lessened 
as he enters the city, the streets lieing 
principally rebuilt on a regular elevas- 
tion, and the houses neatly slated, al- 
most all of them having marble win- 
dow-stools, door-cases, and parapets, 
or eve courses. Indeed, in point of 
convenience of building materials, Ar- 
magh is very happily circumstanced, 
and is remaikably well situated, con- 
tiguous to the ports of Newry and 
Dundalk, tor the supply of such neces- 
saries as we cannot command at home. 

J'he market place is triangular, and 
is on the declivity of the Iiill on whicli 
the cathedral stands; at the base are 
the ruins of a market house, which 
was begun b\ I'rimate Bolton, but 
I do not learn' tliat it was ever com- 
pletely linished. The best front faced 
the cathedral, and between these two 
buildings is the antique mutilated 
market cross. 

It appears that the top of the cross 
has been damaged; the symbolic sub- 
ject is Christ's crucifixion between 
the thieves, in old basso-relievo ; the 
others are so much obliterated, that 
1 leave their solution to more expert 
antiquarians; they appear rather a kind 
of rude ornamental (let-wock, than any 
distinct characters. 

'I'lie trade of Armagh is principaUv 
engaged in the linen manufacture, the 
market for which is held on Tues- 
days, and it is averaged that 
7000/. are weekly expended for webs 
in this market. 

In so extensive and well appointed 
a town, it is unnecessary to mention 
that every necessary and useful branch 
of manufacture, tlie woollen trade only 
excepted, is more or less engaged 
in, sufficient for the supply of its in- 
habitants, add the country around ; 
but though severally respectable, they 
ire not of any particular note, nor 
have extensive c-apitals engaged in 
them. 

The present Prinwte intends to pre- 
sent the town with an elegant market 
house at his own expense, and, as in 
point of situation, the county court- 
Iwuse is deemed very inconvenient, 
and an estimate of a new and grand 
edifice, to the amounf el' 6000/. tor 
this purpose, is now before the grand 
jury, his Grace intends the site of the 
present building for that of the market- 
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}iijuse, whicli is certainly the best place 
it CQuId be erected on, from its cen- 
tral situation 3nd contiguity to the 
market place ; the ruins of tlie present 
market house are indeed a disgrace 
to tlie town, and ill correspond with 
any of its public buildings. His Grace 
also intends to promote, as much as pos- 
sible, ttie sale of wheat in this market, 
which it is strangely deficient in, as the 
principal part of this grain, which is 
raised in the vicinity, is sold in Pcrta- 
down market. 

A very line mall, or terrace, has 
been lately enclosed with a dwarf wall, 
dyke, and iron gates, within which is 
a neat gravel walk, encompassing a 
lawn, for the enclosing of wiiich Lord 
llokeby procured an act of parlia- 
ment, and it is but lately finished. 
'Jhis work was completed by subscrip- 
tion, which will be returned, as the 
rent produced from the lawn iri some 
years will repay both principal and 
interest, after which the property of 
the land is vested in the sovereign and 
corporation of Armagh, by which tlie 
town is governed; it is but justice to 
this body to remark, tJuit liy tlieir 
attention 'the police of this city is well 
regulated, nor is tlie eye disgusted, 
nor the passenger apnoyed with any 
of tiiose nui antes which too frequent- 
ly disgrace many of the most respect- 
able tov'iis in Ireland. 

Haying faintly traced the princely 
munificence, the splendid liberality, 
and elegant taste of Lord Kokeby, in 
the city, v,e see in tUe adjoining jle- 
mesne of the Primate a most magnifi- 
cent palace, which lie built for the 
residence of the archbishops of this 
see, and on this site he erected a very 
grand chapel for the use of the Pri- 
mate's family, suitable to so princely 
a residence. 

His Lordship a'so ornamented and 
planted llie diiniesne in the liighest 
modern style, whicli the present Pri- 
mate lias now occupied with the most 
iuiproved systems' of husbandry; in- 
deed his (irijce's farm-yard, imple- 
jijents of husbandry, and mpde of 
• iilture, aflbrd a bright example to 
tlje gentry, of what tlieir valuable 
drmt'snes "could yield under judicious 
niauageinent. 

In the Primate's demesne a very 
dfgant obelisk -.vas erected by Lord 



Rokeby, in compliment to the late 
Duke 'of Northumbeiland, his lord- 
ship's friend and patron, on which is 
engraved a suitable inscription; this 
pillar, is very ornamental, and cost 
above 1000/. 

In the unlimited extension of Lord 
Rokeby's views, which were suitable 
to his generosity, his Grace had cob- 
templated the pulling down the pre- 
sent Cathedral*, and erecting a very 
fine one at his own expense, when 
the old work of the tower proved loo 
decayed to support a steeple and bel- 
fry; and, had he lived, he would 
doubtless have accomplished it. If 
any public \)ork had not a fund sufii- 
cipnt for its completion, after a sub- 
scription had been taken, to which 
Ills Lordship was j^ways a liberal do- 
nor, he lent the remainder of the re- 
quired sum, for which he rould never 
receive any interest. 

Tliere isi scarcely a precedent of such 
a magnificent fortune having been ex- 
pended, during the life of the propri- 
etor, on the iinprovement. of his owii 
estate for tlie benefit pf his heirs ; how 
eminently lumin.ous then ^vas the ge- 
nerous spirit of Lord llokeby, who 
bestowed all these advantages and solid 
gifts to the public, from which his fa- 
mily < onid never derive any revenue ? 
1 do not presume to say, that a life of 
celilnicy should be one of the necessaj-y 
quahlications for a pubjic employment 
of great emolument, for without a li- 
beral spirit it will avail but little, but 
happy it is for the nation, wlien such 
trusts are honoured in the care of so 
rejpleqdent a generosity .and correct, 
taste, as (lie late Lord Kokeby pos- 
sessed, and it is fortunate for the jiub- 
lic, that those eminent virtues were 
not restrainpd in liis Lordship by a ma- 
trinioiiial connectionf . Had bis Grace 
a wife or chilciron, such a distrihutioi) 

* Hi."; Orncc the prtseiit Primate Jnr 
tends tn biiiUl a Chapel of Rase to the 
Cp.thA^iiral in (lie siiinity of Armagh, con- 
tisiums to th(> linvracks and school, wliteh 
is very requisite, as the Cathedral i« qiiitp 
too small tor the lai£r«^ and cncr^asiag 
eori!ire:tiat!on of this ctty, 

f That his Grace was not an advocate 
for a life of celibacy is certain, but a 
disappointment ip an attachment, fcad, in 
early lite, fixed his re^alutiun of reuaiu- 
iiig single. 
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of his fortune would have been an un- 
j List and unwarrantable sacrifice. 

The virtues of this great man are too 
•well recorded to reqnire panegyric. 
My readers wijl dotibiless tepec't to 
learn, that a kiitd acknowledgment of 
his eniinent qualifications and liberality 
has been paid in the erection of a splen- 
did monument fo tiis memory, and 
in these pages to see copied an epi- 
taph snitabie to his love of literature, 
displaying the grateful feelings of the 
i^atfon for the general good they derive 
from his liberality; of the opiilent 
eft)' of Armagh, for the local benefits 
she enjoys from his bounty ; or of his 
lordship's successors, to whom he be- 
queathed such an ample fortune ; but 
t^orry am 1 to say, that no such affec- 
tionate memorial is in existence. 

Although Lord Kiikefay's virtues will 
jiot be forgotten, when the frail monu- 
liients of human ingenuity have moul- 
dered into dust, yet so long as tliis du- 
tiful tribute, this just debt is unpaid, 
tfie strong contrast of his Grace's I ibe- 
Kliity will add shame to the-teproach, 
and confirm the disgrace either in a 
particular Or in a general view. 

fiespectihg (his ancient see of Ar- 
rriagh, it' is indeed a matter of sur- 
prize theie'are noi public records. A 
tew books or papers were purcnas- 
»?d or procured from his friends by 
J,ord Ilokeby, which he bequeathed 
in such a manner, that they are not 
«'asily accessible, being left to the go- 
vernors of the library in trustj the 
archbishop, for the lime being, having 
power to taV.e away any of them,' pro- 
vided lie gives a receipt, binding upi n 
him and hfs executors'; and in his will 
he adds tliese remarkable words : "My 
intention isy that the • librarian, and 
tlif governors of tlie library, shall be 
excluded from ihcf tfxamination of these 
m&riuScrtpis, and that ths trust shall 
txleiid 110 further 'than io tite means 
<f ihiir. preservation." 

The antiquarian must therefore ar- 
rest his curipiity J it would be highly 
improper, if not impertinent, to wish 
to T make publk: their contents, when 
a man of such superior understaDding 
had rcisoii to confide them to but 
one pewon in existerice, aud which 
ddubth'ss he had every right to dis- 
pose of as lie thought proper, they 
liaving been his private pvypeity. As 



the cause of this extraordinary con- 
cealment cannot be explained, it would 
be unjust, and ungenerous in the ex- 
treme to the memory of his Grace, 
were we to impute it to any illiberal 
motive, as to so base a principle his 
whole conduct through life was a di- 
rect contradiction. 

The city of Armagh sent two mem- 
bers to parliament before the union, 
it now returns but one ; the Primate 
h^s the patronage of the borough. 

The county infirmary is within the 
town, and is very punctually attended 
to ; besides the.regular county charge, 
it is maintained by very liberal sub- 
scriptions and some annua] bequests. 

A charter school was founded in 
Armagh anno 1758, to which the Pri- 
mate and corporation of Armagh gave 
twenty acres of land for ever, rent 
free, for the site and accommodation 
of the house. The first endowment 
of this charily was a gift of 40i. per 
annum, being a rent charge from 
Mrs. Drelincourt, widow of the dean of 
the see ; it is now a noble institution and 
the most extensive of any of the kind 
in' Ireland. Coote's Suniey o/Artnagk. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

THE AUCTION. 

Mercurt/. 

''l^'Hii hour is nearly arrived, and 
X no purchasers have yet made 
their apperance. 1 fear we shall have a 
dull sale to-day. 

Jupiter. Very possibly. In the mean 
time, however, put the several articles 
in tiieir best dress, and brush them up 
carefully, that they may appear to aa- 
vantage, and may invite bidders to put - 
chase. 

Mer. I shall do every thing in my 
power to recommend them to the atten- 
tion of the company. Jup. I see a few 
poiniiig forward ; you bad better pre- 
pare the lots and put the goods m order. 

Mer. Gentlemen, attend. There 
will be no trust. Good bills will be 
taken, and an allowance of 5 per cent 
for ready cash. Jup. Begin with two 
or threcprivate characters : it is better 
to reserve pwsonS of distinction till 
more purchasers shall be assembled. 

Mer. ilere. Gentlemen, is a very gay 
and costly article ; a lady of fashioii. 
Her very dress, you see, is almost 



